Is There Really
“A Secret’?

Jesus warns against false prophets

Matthew 7:15 “Beware of false prophets who come disguised as harmless sheep but are really vicious
wolves.

2 Timothy 4:3-5 For a time is coming when people will no longer listen to sound and wholesome teaching.
They will follow their own desires and will look for teachers who will tell them whatever their itching ears
want to hear. They will reject the truth and chase after myths. But you should keep a clear mind in every
situation. Don't be afraid of suffering for the Lord. Work at telling others the Good News, and fully carry out
the ministry God has given you.

False teachers will rise from within the church

2 Peter 2:1-3 But there were also false prophets in Israel, just as there will be false teachers among you.
They will cleverly teach destructive heresies and even deny the Master who bought them. In this way, they
will bring sudden destruction on themselves. Many will follow their evil teaching and shameful immorality.
And because of these teachers, the way of truth will be slandered. In their greed they will make up clever
lies to get hold of your money. But God condemned them long ago, and their destruction will not be
delayed.

False teachers masquerade as angels of light

2 Corinthians 11:13-15 These people are false apostles. They are deceitful workers who disguise
themselves as apostles of Christ.

Test the spirits

(by the word of God) to see whether or not they are from God
1 John 4:1-3 Dear friends, do not believe everyone who claims to speak by the Spirit. You must test them
to see if the spirit they have comes from God. For there are many false prophets in the world. This is how
we know if they have the Spirit of God: If a person claiming to be a prophetlal acknowledges that Jesus
Christ came in a real body, that person has the Spirit of God. But if someone claims to be a prophet and
does not acknowledge the truth about Jesus, that person is not from God. Such a person has the spirit of
the Antichrist, which you heard is coming into the world and indeed is already here.

Jesus commends the church that tests what it hears

Revelation 2:2-3 “I know all the things you do. | have seen your hard work and your patient endurance. |
know you don't tolerate evil people. You have examined the claims of those who say they are apostles but
are not. You have discovered they are liars. You have patiently suffered for me without quitting.



Jesus is Lord
John 1:1 In the beginning the Word already existed. The Word was with God, and the Word was God.

John 1:14 So the Word became human and made his home among us. He was full of unfailing love and
faithfulness. And we have seen his glory, the glory of the Father's one and only Son.

John 20:27-28 Thomas declared, my Lord and my God...

Romans 1:4 and he was shown to be the Son of God when he was raised from the dead by the power of
the Holy Spirit. He is Jesus Christ our Lord.

1 Corinthians 8:6 But we know that there is only one God, the Father, who created everything, and we live
for him. And there is only one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom God made everything and through whom
we have been given life.

Romans 10:9-10 If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God
raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is by believing in your heart that you are made right with
God, and it is by confessing with your mouth that you are saved.



