Stephen .... A Faithful Servant

Stephen was known for his miracles and serving others
Acts 6:8 Stephen, a man full of God's grace and power, performed amazing miracles and signs
among the people.

Unity in the Body

Acts 6:1-5 But asthe believers rapidly multiplied, there were rumblings of discontent. Those
who spoke Greek complained against those who spoke Hebrew, saying that their widows were
being discriminated against in the daily distribution of food. So the Twelve called a meeting of
all the believers. “We apostles should spend our time preaching and teaching the word of God,
not administering a food program,” they said. “Now look around among yourselves, brothers,
and select seven men who are well respected and are full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom. We will
put them in charge of this business. Then we can spend our time in prayer and preaching and
teaching the word.” This idea pleased the whole group, and they chose the following: Stephen,
Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas of Antioch.

Ephesians 4:11-13 He is the one who gave these gifts to the church: the apostles, the prophets,
the evangelists, and the pastors and teachers. Their responsibility isto equip God's people to do
his work and build up the church, the body of Christ, until we come to such unity in our faith and
knowledge of God's Son that we will be mature and full grown in the Lord, measuring up to the
full stature of Christ.

Serving other s becomes natural when we have given our lifeto God
M atthew 10:39 If you cling to your life, you will lose it; but if you give it up for me, you will
find it.

1 John 3:16-18 We know what real love is because Christ gave up hislife for us. And so we also
ought to give up our lives for our Christian brothers and sisters. But if anyone has enough money
to live well, and sees a brother or sister in need and refuses to help—how can God's love be in
that person? Dear children, let us stop just saying we love each other; let us really show it by our
actions.

We can face even themost terrible circumstancesif God iswith us

Acts 7:51-60 “Y ou stubborn people! You are heathen at heart and deaf to the truth. Must you
forever resist the Holy Spirit? But your ancestors did, and so do you! Name one prophet your
ancestors didn’t persecute! They even killed the ones who predicted the coming of the Righteous
One—the Messiah whom you betrayed and murdered. Y ou deliberately disobeyed God's law,
though you received it from the hands of angels. ” The Jewish leaders were infuriated by
Stephen’ s accusation, and they shook their fistsin rage. But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit,
gazed steadily upward into heaven and saw the glory of God, and he saw Jesus standing in the
place of honor a God' s right hand. And he told them, “L ook, | see the heavens opened and the
Son of Man standing in the place of honor a God’s right hand!” Then they put their hands over
their ears, and drowning out his voice with their shouts, they rushed at him. They dragged him
out of the city and began to stone him. The official witnesses took off their coats and laid them at



the feet of a young man named Saul. And as they stoned him, Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus,

receive my spirit.” And he fell to his knees, shouting, “Lord, don’'t charge them with thissin!”
And with that, he died.

If we entrust our lifeto God, we can live and even die with joy!



