
Life’s Lessons: The Crowd  
Making the Right Choices 

 

The Triumphal Entry 
John 12:12-19 The next day, the news that Jesus was on the way to Jerusalem swept through the city. A 
huge crowd of Passover visitors took palm branches and went down the road to meet him. They shouted, 
“Praise God! Bless the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Hail to the King of Israel!” Jesus found a 
young donkey and sat on it, fulfilling the prophecy that said: “Don’t be afraid, people of Israel. Look, your 
King is coming, sitting on a donkey’s colt.” His disciples didn’t realize at the time that this was a fulfillment of 
prophecy. But after Jesus entered into his glory, they remembered that these Scriptures had come true 
before their eyes. Those in the crowd who had seen Jesus call Lazarus back to life were telling others all 
about it. That was the main reason so many went out to meet him—because they had heard about this 
mighty miracle. Then the Pharisees said to each other, “We’ve lost. Look, the whole world has gone after 
him!” 
 

The Trial 
Luke 23:13-22 Then Pilate called together the leading priests and other religious leaders, along with the 
people, and he announced his verdict. “You brought this man to me, accusing him of leading a revolt. I 
have examined him thoroughly on this point in your presence and find him innocent. Herod came to the 
same conclusion and sent him back to us. Nothing this man has done calls for the death penalty. So I will 
have him flogged, but then I will release him.” Then a mighty roar rose from the crowd, and with one voice 
they shouted, “Kill him, and release Barabbas to us!” (Barabbas was in prison for murder and for taking part 
in an insurrection in Jerusalem against the government.) Pilate argued with them, because he wanted to 
release Jesus. But they shouted, “Crucify him! Crucify him!” For the third time he demanded, “Why? What 
crime has he committed? I have found no reason to sentence him to death. I will therefore flog him and let 
him go.” But the crowd shouted louder and louder for Jesus’ death, and their voices prevailed. 
 

Jesus invites you (the 
crowd) to… 

 

…Follow Me 
 

Mark 8:34-36 Then he called his disciples and the crowds to come over and listen. “If any of you wants to 
be my follower,” he told them, “you must put aside your selfish ambition, shoulder your cross, and follow 
me. If you try to keep your life for yourself, you will lose it. But if you give up your life for my sake and for 
the sake of the Good News, you will find true life. And how do you benefit if you gain the whole world but 
lose your own soul in the process? Is anything worth more than your soul? 
 

John 10:27-28 My sheep recognize my voice; I know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and 
they will never perish. No one will snatch them away from me, 
 

…Believe Me 
 

John 1:12 But to all who believed him and accepted him, he gave the right to become children of God. 
 

John 14:11 Just believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me. Or at least believe because of what 
you have seen me do. 
 



…Obey Me 
 

John 14:15 “If you love me, obey my commandments. 
 

1 John 3:24 Those who obey God’s commandments live in fellowship with him, and he with them. And we 
know he lives in us because the Holy Spirit lives in us. 
 

1 John 5:3-5 Loving God means keeping his commandments, and really, that isn’t difficult. For every child 
of God defeats this evil world by trusting Christ to give the victory. And the ones who win this battle against 
the world are the ones who believe that Jesus is the Son of God. 
 

Do you Choose to follow the crowd or  
will you choose to respond to Jesus’ invitation to follow Him? 

 
 


